BOTANIC E NDEAVOUR
The Florilegium Society celebrates the
Banks and Solander collection
A beautiful new limited edition publication featuring the recent botanical paintings
by artists of The Florilegium Society at the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney.
The paintings link the historic Banks and Solander specimens held in the National
Herbarium of NSW with the Living Collection of the three Gardens and mark the 250th
anniversary of Captain Cook’s voyage in HMB Endeavour.
The focus is the time and place of the collection of these specimens, their history and
invites reflection on what they mean to science, to the Indigenous peoples, to those
who collected them and to the Gardens today.
The 45 paintings are reproduced in a full colour and paired with the newly digitised
Banks and Solander specimen images. Written by Colleen Morris, each species has its
indigenous names and uses where known, a description and quotes from the journals
of Joseph Banks, Daniel Solander and artist Sydney Parkinson. It includes a preface by
Denise Ora, Executive Director, Botanic Gardens and Centennial Parklands, a foreword
by Dr Shirley Sherwood OBE, an introduction to the Florilegium by Beverly Allen
and an essay on the Banks collection by Dr Brett Summerell, Director,
Research & Chief Botanist, Botanic Gardens and Centennial Parklands.
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Published by the Florilegium Society with support
from the Australian Garden History Society and
limited to 600 copies.
The size is 245 x 300mm and 132 pages.
The price is AUD65.
As our exhibition has been postponed, the book is now
available from the Society by mail order from May 2020.
Enquiries to: botanic.endeavour@gmail.com

Erythrina vespertilio Benth.

Leptospermum laevigatum (Gaertn.) F.Muell.

Fabaceae

Myrtaceae

BAT-WING CORAL TREE, YULBAH

COAST TEA-TREE

Aboriginal name: ININTI (Wati or Western Desert language)

Aboriginal names: TIBBEKIN (Dharug); BAANBAAN (Dharawal, Wodi-Wodi)

In Queensland, Banks and Solander
collected specimens of the Bat-wing
Coral Tree, to which Solander gave the
manuscript phrase name ‘Erythrina
corallodendron concolor’.26 It was
formally described by George Bentham
in Thomas Livingstone Mitchell’s Journal
of an expedition into the interior of tropical
Australia: in search of a route from
Sydney to the Gulf of Carpentaria (1848).
Erythrina is derived from the Greek
erythros (red) and Latin vespertilio (bat).

The Coast Tea-tree was among the species Banks and Solander collected at Botany Bay. It was first
described in 1788 as Fabricia laevigata by German botanist Joseph Gaertner in De Fructibus et Seminibus
Plantarum. It was formally described as Leptospermum laevigatum in 1858 by botanist Ferdinand von
Mueller, Director of the Melbourne Botanic Garden. Leptospermum is derived from the Greek leptos
(fine or slender) and sperma (seed); the specific epithet laevigatum comes from the Latin laevigatus
(smooth or polished).

It is a deciduous tree that grows 3–15 m tall. It grows
in gorges along rivers and creeks on sand, clay loam over
basalt or limestone,27 but also extends to arid areas.
It has thorny, corky bark and its scarlet or
orange-red flowers appear when it is
leafless between August and September
and continue into summer. It grows in
north and north-eastern Australia as far
south as Grafton in New South Wales and
the Pilbara in Western Australia.
Traditionally, Aboriginal people used the wood
to make woomeras (spear-throwers), coolamons
(carrying vessels) and shields. Women gather the
seeds to make jewellery.

Artist: DIANNE SUTHERLAND

26 Gooding, et al., op. cit. p. 214.
27 Florabase, the Western Australian Flora online, https://florabase.dpaw.wa.gov.au/browse/profile/3871

accessed 11 January 2020.
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Leptospermum laevigatum
is a woody shrub or small
tree attaining over 4 m in
height with close bark on
mature stems that shreds
in strips. It flowers from
August to October and the white
flowers are usually in pairs. The
flat-topped fruit is 7–8 mm in
diameter and has a slightly fleshy
outer surface.
The Coast Tea-tree grows in coastal
heath and sporadically in dry
sclerophyll forest on sand, dunes
and coastal cliffs and is native to an
area south from Nambucca Heads
in New South Wales to Victoria
and Tasmania. Aboriginal people
used its wood for making frame
structures for gunya or mia-mia
(shelters) and an antiseptic was
made from the seed capsules and
crushed leaves. William Macarthur
wrote that Aboriginal people used the
dense, hard wood of Leptospermum
species for weapons, but the exact
species was not recorded.

Artist: ANGELA LOBER
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For payment and postage within Australia
Please add AUD20 for postage, this covers up to 5 copies in one order
Payment by EFT: The Florilegium Society at the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney Inc.
BSB: 112 879 Account number: 028 301 737

For payment and postage from outside Australia
Please add AUD70 for postage, this covers up to 2 copies in one order
Payment by via Paypal to the email account: beverly@beverlyallen.com.au

Please be sure to include your name in the transfer reference and advise the delivery
address and payment reference by email: botanic.endeavour@gmail.com

Lambertia formosa
(Mountain devil)
by Elaine Musgrave

